
HOLMFIRTH FORWARD 

Notes of a meeting held on 11 August 2026  

Present: 

Matt Gledhill, Liz Heywood, Steve Ransby, Brett Thorpe, Hilary Smith, Jane Rylah, Sarah Wells, Isobel 
Heeley, Viven Aizlewood, Lawrence Baylin and Margaret Dale 

Apologies 

Rosslyn Colderley, Amanda Crawshaw and Rachel Tunnacliffe  

Better Points 

Ryan Lewis outlined the Better Points scheme.  This is government funded and led by West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority with the support of its five constituent councils.  The scheme aims to reduce car 
usage and incentivise active travel by awarding points through a downloadable app.  The points are 
redeemed through national chains, local businesses or charities.  Local businesses can sign up and 
translate the points into vouchers, discounts or other forms of reward appropriate to their business.  The 
Government will refund the businesses so there is no cost to them. 

We decided supporting and promoting the scheme would be a no-brainer as, in addition to helping 
reduce carbon emission and traffic congestion, it would help promote town centre businesses.   

Ryan said it would be possible to introduce the scheme very quickly so its launch would fit well with the 
Holmfirth is Open campaign.  It would also fit with the Penistone Line’s Partnership programme. 

 

We agreed to provide a list of businesses most likely to be interested so he could visit them and 
nominated both foodbanks as the charities we would wish the scheme to support. 

Action: Sarah and Margaret 

 

1 Previous meeting 
The notes of the meeting on 14 July 2026 were accepted as a correct record.   

2 Conflict of Interest 

Matt’s relationship to Redbak was noted.   

3  Market 

We discussed the future of the market and alternative options for its location. We agreed School Street is 
the wrong place.  The ideal location is central and very visible so the market draws people to the town 
centre. 

It was also agreed  

o The community market would stay on School Street for the time being (even though its 
planning permission to occupy that land had expired). 

o New stall holders would be recruited (over 30 are currently signed up) 

o Ask the Council to reconsider the advice it has received as the legal and professional advice 
we have been given indicated Martyn’s Law does not apply to  outdoor events with less than 
200 people present at any one time 

o The Council would be asked to issue a license for the new site with effect from 12 September 
to coincide with the Food and Drink Festival  

o Thank the local business which has offered storage space and take them up on their offer. 

The Council’s inability to make a decision is putting the future of the market at serious risk. 

4 Make it Your Holmfirth 

We are still waiting for the Council’s confirmation of the proposal.  The reference to £10,000 at the 
meeting with the businesses has confused people and has not been helpful.   

  

Matt and Lawrence will discuss the location of QR code posts around town so the optimum sites for this 
and the Heritage Trail are found.   



We intend to start the programme of activities in readiness for the October half-term as further delay 
would mean the critical lead up to Christmas would be missed.  Matt will prompt Isabel Whitworth for a 
response and clarification over funding. 

Action: Matt and Lawrence 

5 Holmfirth Forward business 

We noted the Council’s failure to communicate with town centre residents and businesses in a regular 
and timely manner has created a vacuum which has led to anger, distress and unnecessary division.  
There has been a lack of transparency, misinformation and confusing messages.  There has also been 
unfair criticism of Reynold whose staff have suffered abuse.   

If the Council had communicated as it originally said it would and had worked with us, the situation would 
have been far better and a lot less damage done to the cohesion in the town.  There would have been 
less reputational damage, fewer business closures and fewer negative social media posts.  The positive 
message we want to convey about the town and its future would have penetrated the noise. 

Isobel expressed her concerns about our own lack of transparency.  Some town centre businesses do 
not understand the relationship between the two and have questions about funding, especially the nature 
of the grant agreement with the Council.  While some of the questions are valid, the lack of clarity has led 
to unfair criticism of individuals and Redbak.  Isobel has ceased her involvement in the MIYH team 
because of this. 

We agreed this needed to be addressed so the MIYH web site will include a news section which will 
explain the relationship between HF, MiYH and the Council and funding.  It will also enable us to 
publicise the positive contribution we are making to the town’s success. 

The financial report was received.  Copies are available for inspection. 

14 Any other business 

There was no other business. 

15 Date of future meetings. 

8 September 10 November 
13 October 8 December 

 


