
HOLMFIRTH FORWARD 

Notes of a meeting held on 14 July 2026  

Present: 

Rosslyn Colderley, Viven Aizlewoord, Judith Oates-Miller, Steve Ransby, Mick Foster-Jones, Jenny 
Holmes, Steve Davie, Lawrence Baylis, Liz Heywood and Magaret Dale 

Apologies 

Matt Gledhill, Hilary Smith, Jane Rylah, Rachel Tunnacliffe, Amanda Crawshaw 

The new participants were warmly welcomed. 

1 Previous meeting 

The notes of the meeting on 9 June 2026 were accepted as a correct record.   

2 Conflict of Interest 

Matt’s relationship to Redbak was noted.   

3  Town of Culture 

Even though Holmfirth was not shortlisted, the people involved in the town’s cultural activities decided to 
doe ‘something’ during the year.  Work is underway to clarify the something’s aims and what it is seeking 
to achieve.   

We agreed that Holmfirth Forward is willing to act of the ‘formal body’ if needed to make things happen.   

Some criticism of Holmfirth Forward’s legal status has been received.  The meeting considered changing 
to the CIC but concluded doing so would have little influence on the critics and the current not for profit 
status provided by the Articles of Association is sufficient. 

The idea of a Holmfirth Day was considered and, whilst it has some merit, we thought it needed a theme. 

4  Pride 

The list of activities planned for the day grows and offers an exciting and varied programme.   

We noted the very few negative and many positive comments on social media.   

We congratulated and thanked everyone involved, especially Hilary and Isobel, for pulling together a 
fantastic team, obtaining lots of money and organising the event. 

5 Heritage and Tourism 
Lawrence and Margaret are meeting representatives of Meltham Town Council to discuss how we can 
make the most of the 2027 Tour de France Femmes. 

Action: Margaret and Lawrence 

Kirklees has published a draft cultural strategy.  Everyone (including Holmfirth Forward)  is encouraged 
to respond. 

Action: Everyone 

We discussed the possibility of the Council’s delivery plan being some time away so decided to produce 
our own in the Autumn alongside the Parish Council’s development of its own policy. 

Action: Lawrence 

A full programme of events is being developed by Holmfirth Conservation Group’s team of volunteers.  
The theme is Hearth and Holme and will run from 11 – 20 September.  Further details are on its website. 

Work on the idea of having a heritage centre also progresses.  The opportunities have arisen to pull 
together the various Bamforth collections and to tell the company’s fascinating story and the 
development of film.  Hopefully, the Bamforth’s Building will be available by 2028. 

The first heritage hub will be located in the Tech’s Graveship Room and over time will see the addition of 
digital material to complement the physical displays.   

Action: Lawrence and Steve D 

6 Make it Your Holmfirth 
The contract with Kirklees Council has been signed and work is underway to provide the Council witn 
further detail of how the agreed campaign will be delivered by the MiYH team and Redbak.  This will start 
in September and continue throughout the year.   

https://holmevalleyheritage.com/


The promotional work will also refer to the many walks and trails in the area including the Riverside Walk.  
We agreed they need to be pulled together on the Your Holmfirth website. 

Steve R reported the Parish Council is trying to make its website more relevant and would welcome a link 
between the two web sites.  It will also be making more promotional videos. 

Action: Steve R and Matt 

7  Town Centre Access Plan 
The bridge should be completed by the end of July and the car park by the end of August.  However, the 
latter won’t be ready for the market and events until the hostile vehicle measures are in place.  We do not 
know when this will be.   

We noted Kirklees’ Blueprint contains plans for further work in the town centre, in the Towngate (Bus 
Station) car park and that £1,063 million is contained in the Council’s budget to be spent in Holmfirth this 
financial year.  We questioned whether the Blueprint still reflects local people’s priorities.   

8 Visitors’ Map 

The next edition of the map will be produced over the summer.  The advertising space has all been sold 
so just the work on updating the details is needed. 

Action: Matt 

9 Vacancy Survey 
Steve R will update the survey next week.  He expects the number of vacant units to have increased but 
overall, the percentage of vacancies should remain well below the national average. 

Action: Steve R 

10  Community Market 

The Council’s proposals for the storage space for the stall and tables are still unknown.  We do not know 
whether charges will be made nor the date we will be moving.  We want to start booking new stall 
holders, confirming two of the existing traders’ intentions and planning a marketing campaign.   

The uncertainty is making everything very difficult for us and the committed traders. 

It was agreed up to £1,000 be made available to migrate the market’s website onto the Your Holmfirth 
one. 

Action: Matt 

The expressions of interest for stalls have been received from over 20 prospective and existing traders 
but a significant number will not book a place on the market.  Once the booking system is ready, all will 
be asked to sign up to the Stall Holders’ Agreement.  Only those who have signed it will be permitted to 
trade on our market site.   

We agreed Holmfirth Forward should use local suppliers and traders whenever possible. 

11 Visibility 

Steve R reported on the Parish Council meeting.  Would everyone explain our work to their associates, 
stress we are local people who give of our time and expertise voluntarily and Holmfirth Forward is strictly 
non-political. 

12 Civic Holmfirth consultation 

The consultation exercise is still live, so everyone is asked to contribute.   

13 Holmfirth Forward business 

The financial report was received.  Copies are available for inspection. 

14 Any other business 

There was no other business. 

15 Date of future meetings. 

11 August 10 November 
8 September 8 December 
13 October  

 


