
HOLMFIRTH FORWARD 

Notes of a meeting held on 8 September 2026  

Present: 

Brett Thorpe, Jany Rylah, Amanda Crawshaw, Liz Heywood, Steve Davie, Lawrence Baylin, Steve 
Ransby, Matt Gledhill and Margaret Dale 

Apologies 

Hilary Smith, David Birch, Isobel Heeley, Rachel Tunnacliffe, Vivien Aizlewood and Judith Oates-Miller, 
and Rachel Tunnacliffe  

1 Previous meeting 

The notes of the meeting on 11 August 2026 were accepted as a correct record.   

2 Matters arising 

Lawrence and Matt had met to discuss the heritage trail and the Holmfirth is Open trail to ensure they 
were sited at different locations and had agreed to work together to maximise resources. 

3 Conflict of Interest 

Matt’s relationship to Redbak was noted.   

4 Market 

Steve gave an update on the current position.  We agreed the priority was ensuring the market was able 
to continue, to grow and provide an additional attraction for the town centre. We were frustrated that 
some ward councillors had not engaged with the market operator and had, seemingly, only discussed the 
market’s future with a few of the stall holders.   

We are currently in a difficult position with no obvious resolution.  Kirklees’ refusal to discuss possible 
outcomes was disappointing.  The only interaction has been through email. 

The situation is: 

o We have licences to operate the market on half of School Street but the planning permission 
ran out in May.  This means we are not fully insured and the lack of planning permission 
invalidates the licenses. 

o We have planning permission to use the new site but no license.  Kirklees will not grant this 
until the hostile vehicle mitigation measures are in place.  The market does not fall under the 
legislation but Kirklee’s policy is to install them anyway. 

We are currently waiting for a response from Kirklees.  Steve will chase this.  In the meantime, we 
agreed to allow the traders to continue to use our equipment but put our operation on hold until Kirklees 
has resolved the many outstanding questions with affect the location and running of the market.  We will 
ensure the stall holders and those who have booked stalls are fully briefed and let others know about the 
situation. 

Action: Steve and Margaret  

5 Better Points and Rail Travel 

Some initial promotional material has been sent out.  Further posts will be sent out in the run up to the 
Children’s Book Festival.  Everyone is encouraged to sign up .  

Click here  

The Penistone Line’s posters are due to be displayed and the Walk to Holmfirth map is on its website. 

 

https://www.betterpoints.uk/page/welcome?fbclid=IwY2xjawIqsIJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHTdv5-7xct0II8Z2ZnWVwOTidOnKmU3pF5-6fdRAJc223hlGjlyk8xKAXA_aem_vgoNEMwdw_BAkAoFE-ZcdA
https://penline.co.uk/visit-holmfirth/


6 Make it Your Holmfirth 

Map  

The visitors’ map has come back from the printers.  Copies are available from Redbak and is on the 
website. It needs to be taken to out of town locations to compliment the Holmfirth is Open campaign. 
Would people please help to distribute it to AirBnB, B & Bs and hotels, pubs, service stations, 
surrounding towns etc? 

Action: Everyone 

Website 

Use of the website is increasing.  Matt is able to do more voluntary work on it as he has a work 
experience student helping. 

Holmfirth is Open 

The Council has agreed to pay £4,700 for the campaign which will include the visitors trail.  This will use 
the letters H O L M F I R T H on lamppost plaques spread around town to encourage people to complete 
a circuit.   

It will also include social media posts spread over several weeks aimed at encouraging people from the 
outskirts of the Valley and further away to visit the town now the disruption has stopped.   

There will be a photo competition and leaflets.   

Matt and Hilary will meet to organise implementation.   

Action: Matt and Hilary 

The quote for the second phase, which focused on expanding the web site, has not been accepted.  
Work will continue as volunteer resources are available.  The digital map will also show Last of the 
Summer Wine town centre locations.   

7  Heritage and Tourism 

Heritage Week is full steam head.  Response has been excellent with some events selling out well in 
advance.   

Progress on the heritage centre continues.  Including an art gallery and artists outlet would be a great 
complementary addition. 

A meeting with the cycling club and Meltham Town Council is scheduled for 14 September. 

Action: Lawrence and Margaret 

8 Pride 

The evaluation of the event was positive.  Plans for the 2027 festival have started and the event is 
financially secure. 

Action: Hilary  

9 Holmfirth Forward Business. 

Amdanda has been appointed as a director and will be added to the Companies House register. 

A copy of the financial report was circulated. 

10 Any other business 

There was no other business. 

11 Date of future meetings. 

13 October 

10 November 

8 December 

 

https://yourholmfirth.co.uk/interactive-business-map/

